2026 ACECL Bill Track Summary:

The legislation listed and described below is of interest to ACECL and the business of engineering. Included with each bill synopsis is a recommended position for ACECL to take on that bill, and the recommended position will be reviewed and discussed by the Legislative Committee. Position recommendations approved by the Legislative Committee will be sent to the ACECL Board of Governors for final approval. 

· DOTD/Multimodal:
· HB 345 by Rep. Dixon McMakin
· Adds rail infrastructure at ports as an eligible project for the Class II and III Rail Infrastructure Improvement Program.
· Recommended Position: Monitor 
· Status: Pending House Transportation
· [bookmark: _Hlk195034499]HB 655 by Rep. Jacob Braud 
· Authorizes the Department of Transportation and Development to enter into contracts for the construction, operation, and maintenance of ferries and related facilities owned and controlled by the state
· Recommended Position: Monitor  
· Status: Pending House Transportation 
· HB 776 by Rep. Ryan Bourriaque 
· Modifies certain procedures the Department of Transportation and Development utilizes in the Port Construction and Development Priority Program
· Recommended Position: Monitor  
· Status: Pending House Transportation 
· HB 856 by Rep. Brian Fontebnot  
· Declares that improving efficiency in highway and bridge construction and maintenance is in the public interest. Authorizes the Dept. of Transportation and Development (DOTD) to award indefinite delivery, indefinite quantity contracts for maintenance, repair, reconstruction, and construction projects when the secretary determines it is in the best interest of taxpayers.
· Recommended Position: Monitor  
· Status: Pending House Transportation 
· HB 901 by Rep. Ryan Bourriaque  
· To create the Louisiana State Infrastructure Fund and Bank to fund infrastructure projects for certain entities within the state; to create a board of directors and establish the membership, powers, duties, and authority; and to provide rules and regulations of the Louisiana State Infrastructure Bank.
· Recommended Position: Monitor  
· Status: Pending House Transportation 
· SB 122 by Sen. Mike Fesi
· Provides for the department to report relative to the preservation of bridges in the state to the legislature and the report will provide at a minimum the number of bridges under the responsibility of the department as categorized by Title 48, the status of the maintenance, including the number of employees necessary to maintain the bridge, the type of bridge, and the parish it is located, the amount to maintain the bridge, the source of funding to maintain the bridge, and the Federal Highway Administration condition rating.
· Recommended Position: Monitor 
· Status: Pending Senate Transportation
· SB 187 by Sen. Thomas Pressly
· The bill would direct no less than five percent of revenue generated from the state severance tax on oil and gas to parishes for the preservation of roads and bridges. 
· Recommended Position: Support
· Status: Pending Senate Finance

· FPC
· Still working on bill that would limit FPC’s oversight on non-state entity projects funded by Capital Outlay.


· [bookmark: _Hlk99091782]Licensing Boards/LAPELS:
· HB 387 by Rep Foy Gadberry
· Limits architects to conducting site work, including drainage, grading, sidewalks, pavements, and utilities, only to areas within 5 feet of the foundation of the designed building, and also places the incidental engineering statute number into the SFMO enforcement authority statute. 
· Recommended Position: Support
· Status: Pending House Commerce
· SB 266 by Sen. Thomas Pressly
· Provides a petition may be filed requesting judicial review of a statutory requirement for an occupational license to determine whether the statutory requirement burdens entry into a profession, trade, or occupation and whether the statutory requirement is necessary and narrowly tailored to fulfill legitimate fiduciary, public health, safety, or welfare objectives
· Recommended Position: Monitor 
· Status: Pending Senate Commerce
· SB 291 by Sen. Mark Abraham
· Provides for issuance of an initial license to practice architecture in the state and for issuance of reciprocal licenses to practice architecture. Provides qualifications for issuance of initial and reciprocal licenses. Provides for disciplinary actions by the board and authorizes the board to revoke, rescind, or suspend licenses
· Recommended Position: Monitor 
· Status: Pending Senate Commerce

· [bookmark: _Hlk160654915]Miscellaneous
· HB 731 by Rep. Jacob Landry
· Clarifies that conventional pipeline servitudes are governed by the terms of the contract and that implied legal obligations are not applicable
· Recommended Position: Monitor 
· Status: Pending House Natural Resources 
· HB 807 by Rep. Ken Brass
· Establishes the Workforce Instructor Capacity Investment Program ("program") in the La. Community and Technical College System ("system") for expansion of instructional capacity in high-wage, high-demand workforce programs
· Recommended Position: Monitor/Support 
· Status: Pending House Natural Resources 

· Public Bid Laws/Payment/Alternative Delivery/Procurement
· HB 638 by Rep. Jacob Braud
· Requires an owner or person authorized to act on behalf of the owner to make payments to the contractor within 35 days of written request for payment unless any amount is withheld pursuant to proposed law. If payment is not timely made, the contractor is entitled to the amount due and 1.5% of the amount due per day beginning on the day after payment becomes due.
· Recommended Position: Monitor 
· Status: Pending House Civil Law 
· HB 755 by Rep. Chris Turner
· Establishes procedures and requirements for contracting indefinite delivery and indefinite quantity professional design services, including board selection, advertising, and professional submissions. Sets contract limits, amendments for ongoing projects, and ensures agencies maintain compliance before issuing task orders
· Recommended Position: Monitor 
· Status: Pending House Appropriations 
· HB 764 by Rep. Edmond Jordan
· Establishes the La. State Contract Minority Business Opportunity Act for the purpose of increasing participation by minority-owned and disadvantaged businesses in state contracting and provides for duties of the division of administration with respect to contracting.
· Recommended Position: Monitor 
· Status: Pending House Appropriations 
· HB 839 by Rep. Kimberly Coates
· Reduces the Construction Management at Risk threshold for hospital service districts from $2m to $1m. Authorizes a hospital service district to perform public work estimated to cost one million dollars or less using its own employees without public bid
· Recommended Position: Monitor 
· Status: Pending House Appropriations 
· HB 887 by Rep. Jack McFarland
· Establishes and clarifies the composition, quorum, and procedures of the selection review committee for awarding construction management at risk contracts, including public training, RFQ advertising, scoring and ranking of proposals, in-person interviews, and the use of executive sessions
· Recommended Position: Monitor 
· Status: Pending House Appropriations 
· SB 235 by Sen. Glen Womack
· Prohibits public entities from withholding liquidated damages contested by the contractor from any payments or monies otherwise due, provided that payment to the contractor does not prejudice a public entity's ability to assert a claim for liquidated damages against the contractor. Adds that the mandamus compels the payment of attorney fees and accumulated interest to the contractor.
· Recommended Position: Monitor/Support
· Status: Pending Senate Transportation 
· SB 300 by Sen. Beth Mizell 
· Modifies the La. Procurement Code and information technology procurement at consulting and professional services to certain sections of the procurement code
· Recommended Position: Monitor
· Status: Pending Senate Finance 
· SB 315 by Sen. Mike Reese  
· Increases project cost threshold for agencies seeking to enter into professional services contracts for architect, engineer, or landscape architect services from $1m to $2m. 
· Recommended Position: Monitor
· Status: Pending Senate Finance 

· Risk Management 
· HB 118 by Rep Chad Boyer
· Provides that in a suit for damages arising from a delictual action, the tortfeasor shall not be required to pay an amount in excess of $5,000,000 for general damages to any one claimant or plaintiff
· Recommended Position: Monitor
· Status: Pending House Civil Law
· HB 185 by Rep Michael Melerine
· For the purposes of Workers Compensation, the definition of independent contractor to also includes employees of independent contractors or other independent contractors contracting with an independent contractor
· Recommended Position: Monitor
· Status: Pending House Labor
· HB 194 by Rep Neil Riser
· Provides a peremptive period of five years for actions against certain design and construction professionals. Requires an action to be brought within five years from: 
· The date of registry in the mortgage office of acceptance of the work by the owner. 
· The date the owner has occupied or taken possession of the improvement if no acceptance is recorded. 
· The date the person furnishing services has completed the services, when the services were not in preparation for construction, or the services were in preparation for construction, but the person did not inspect the work
· Recommended Position: Support
· Could we amend to reduce the peremptive period from 5 to 3 years? 
· Status: Pending House Civil Law





· Water Resources
· HB 235 by Rep Bryan Fontenot
· Authorizes a person to install an individual sewerage system despite the presence of a community sewerage system unless the community sewerage system is owned by a municipality of this state.
· Recommended Position: Oppose
· Status: Pending House Health and Welfare 
· HB 190 by Rep Stephanie Hilferty 
· Repeals provisions requiring the State Civil Service Commission and the Civil Service Commission of the City of New Orleans to develop a plan for the transfer of employees of the board to the state civil service 
· Recommended Position: Neutral
· Status: Pending House Municipal  
· HB 441 by Rep Aimee Freeman  
· Repeals provisions requiring the State Civil Service Commission and the Civil Service Commission of the City of New Orleans to develop a plan for the transfer of NOSWB employees of the board to the state civil service
· Recommended Position: Monitor
· Status: Pending House Introduction 
· HB 490 by Rep. Timothy Kerner 
· Establishes conditions under which public entities may be exempt from payment under contract requirements and from penalties for failing to make certain payments, outlined in public contracts law. 
· Current law requires public entities to pay when the payment comes due. This bill would change that to a time until the public entity receives funds necessary from the paying public entity necessary to pay its obligation to the contractor. 
· Recommended Position: Monitor/Oppose
· Status: Pending House Transportation
· HB 573 by Rep Stephanie Hilferty 
· Relative to the Sewerage and Water Board of New Orleans and their ability/authority to adopt ordinances that conflict with present law.
· Recommended Position: Monitor
· Status: Pending House Introduction 
· HB 601 by Rep Rashid Young 
· Creates the Water and Wastewater Affordability and Ratepayer Protection Act. Further provides that in any qualifying municipality, the total monthly essential utility charge imposed upon a residential customer shall not exceed 4.5% of the monthly equivalent of the municipality's median household income. 
· Recommended Position: Monitor
· Status: Pending House Municipal  
· HB 647 by Rep. Ryan Bouriaque  
· Changes the requirement for the submission of waterway project applications from a quarterly basis to a semi-annual basis. Further removes the requirement that these applications be submitted on the first of June and December.
· Recommended Position: Monitor
· Status: Pending House Transportation   
· HB 802 by Rep. Dixon McMakin  
· Establishes a Watershed Restoration and Conservation Fund to support the reclamation, restoration, and long-term stewardship of lands and watersheds impacted by sand and gravel mining operations, with priority given to flood-prone areas and impaired watersheds.
· Recommended Position: Monitor/Support
· Status: Pending House Transportation     
· HB 836 by Rep. Stephanie Hilferty 
· Changes the name of SLFPA West to the West Bank Levee Authority and provides the Lafitte Area Levee District will be governed by the board of commissioners of the West Bank Levee Authority and for four members to be appointed from a list of six nominations submitted by the legislative delegation representing the portion of Jefferson Parish the levee district is located in.
· Recommended Position: Monitor
· Status: Pending House Transportation    
· SB 56 by Sen. Patrick Connick 
· Changes the name of SLFPA West to the West Bank Levee Authority and provides the Lafitte Area Levee District will be governed by the board of commissioners of the West Bank Levee Authority and for four members to be appointed from a list of six nominations submitted by the legislative delegation representing the portion of Jefferson Parish the levee district is located in.
· Recommended Position: Monitor
· Status: Pending Senate Transportation    
· SB 171 by Sen. Thomas Pressly  
· Forms CURRENT within DOTD and provides for the makeup of the governing board and cleans up language describing CURRENT’s purpose. 
· Recommended Position: Monitor/Support
· Status: Pending Senate Transportation    
· SB 324 by Sen. Mike Reese  
· Removes the office of facility planning and control from the administration of the program, including the working panel that submits recommendations for funding to the commission. DOA and OCD will remain as administrators for the program. The bill also authorizes the commission to approve modifications to the scope of work of the original grant award. Further provides that commission approval is not required for minor technical changes that do not affect the purpose of the project, including the means and methods of construction
· Recommended Position: Monitor/Support 
· Status: Pending Senate Finance 
· SB 367 by Sen. Rick Edmonds  
· Bill creates the Watershed Restoration and Conservation Fund for restoration and stewardship of lands and watersheds impacted by mining of sand and stone. Requires the secretary of C&E to administer the fund. Further provides for eligibility of certain entities to receive monies from the fund
· Recommended Position: Monitor/Support 
· Status: Pending Senate Finance 



