


American Council of Engineering Companies 
of Louisiana 
Board of Governors’ Meeting
May 15, 2026
ACECL Board Room, Baton Rouge, LA

BOG present:  Sherri LeBas, Chad Poche (Virtual), Rob Delaune, Brett Bayard, Brin Ferlito, Kimberly McDaniel, Nick Ferlito, Don Arrington (Virtual), Jade Rung (Virtual), Colby Guidry, and Alex Guillory
BOG with prior engagements:  Jim Ellingburg, Jordan Pearson, Byron Racca, Mike Pugh, Dusty Bastion and David Stelly
STAFF: Barker Dirmann, Janet Landry and Courtney Hutchinson
Chairman-Elect Bayard called the meeting to order and asked Ms. Landry for roll call. Quorum established.  
Chairman-Elect Bayard called for approval of the agenda. A motion was made by Mr. Delaune and seconded by Mr. Ferlito. Motion passed unanimously.  
Chairman-Elect Bayard called for approval of March 30, 2026, minutes.  A motion was made by Mr. Delaune and seconded by Mr. Guidry.  Motion passed unanimously. 
Secretary/Treasurer Report: (Financials Attached)	
Secretary-Treasurer Delaune presented the March/April 2026 financials, noting on April 30, 2026, a total asset balance of $368,711.  Mr Dirmann informed the Board he has contacted firms with outstanding annual dues balances.
Chairman-Elect Bayard called for approval of the financials presented.  A motion was made by Mr. Delaune and seconded by Ms. McDaniel to accept the March/April 2026 financials as submitted.  Motion passed unanimously. 
Mr. Dirmann presented the attached draft FY26-27 budget, which includes state dues increase of 2.7% CPI plus an additional 2.5% (totaling 5.2%), and reviewed each line item. After Board discussion, Mr. Dirmann will revise the line items discussed and email to the Board for final approval prior to July 1, 2026.
After Board discussion on credit card fees ACECL is absorbing, a motion was made by Mr. Rung and seconded by Ms. Ferlito that all transactions over $100 will be charged a credit card fee effective July 1, 2026.  Motion passed unanimously.
Chair’s Report: (LeBas)
Chair LeBas announced the results of the ACEC Chapter elections for 26-27 (attached).
Chair LeBas presented (attached) the 2026-2027 Nominating Committee’s recommendations to the Board for submittal to membership for final voting. 


National Director’s Report:  
· Mr. Poche reported the ACEC Annual Convention & Capitol Hill visits was held on May 3 – 6, 2026.  Unfortunately, Congress was in recess, but ACEC was still able to meet with qualified congressional staff.  

President & CEO Report: (Dirmann)
· Both Amicus Briefs filed by ACECL, in support of Black & Veach and CDM Smith on the 1 yr. prescriptive/5 yr preemption period cases were denied by the La. Supreme Court.  The attorneys will now move to settle with the City of Shreveport.
· The 2026 Emerging Leaders Institute held Session I on May 12-13 with 21 participants with Day 2 visiting the State Capitol visiting committee hearings and the House in session.
· The inaugural Ladies Golf Event (Nine and Wine) will be held on October 21, 2026, as a fundraiser for the ACEC Louisiana PAC at Pelican Point Golf Club.  Mr. Dirmann asked all Board members to volunteer as caddies as 18 will be needed.
· Mr. Dirmann reminded the Board to register and book accommodations for the Deep South Convention using the booking link provided in the Save the Date to ensure we meet our contractual obligations regarding the number of rooms to be sold.  Ms. Ann Trappey will once again host the Friday evening cocktail reception at her home.
· Call for Entries for Louisiana’s EEA will go out on July 1st.   Cutoff date for submissions will be September 1, 2026. The EEA Gala will be held on November 18, 2026, the evening prior to Fall Conference.
Chapter/Area Committee Reports:
Baton Rouge:  Ms. McDaniel reported the BR Chapter hosted PAR President, Steven Procopio, on April 13, who informed members on constitutional amendments on the upcoming statewide ballot, along with the new closed party primaries. Next meeting is scheduled for June 8.
New Orleans:   Mr. Rung reported the New Orleans Chapter hosted St. John Parish President Jaclyn Hotard on May 21.  Next meeting is scheduled for July 9th.
Lafayette:    Ms. Landry reported Mr. Stelly is working on setting a June meeting with One Acadiana presenting.  
Shreveport:   No report.
Monroe:   No report.
Lake Charles:     Mr. Guillory reported  Ms. Danny Kingam, Geologist, will present on May 28th on carbon capture and storage.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Membership: (Report Attached)  March/April 2026 reported Aucoin & Associates dropped due to being purchased by Morgan Goudeau (MGA).  Mr. Bayard and Mr. Guidry will reach out to MGA about membership.  Also, two affiliate members were dropped due to non-payment of dues.    Firm membership total of 124 member firms representing 3,952 employees.  
Legislative Committee:  
1. HB 387 – ACECL’s Five Foot/SFMO Bill:  (R.S. 37:701(I) relative to LAPELS to provide for the incidental of practice of engineering by architects to include “for site work, including drainage, grading, sidewalks, pavements and utilities, such site work is limited to areas located within five feet of the foundation.”  Anything outside of five feet is not incidental and must be engineering.  Representative Foy Gadberry amended the Bill taking out the 5-feet stipulation to ensure incidental enforcement passed in order for the State Fire Marshal to prosecute. The Bill passed is on the Governor’s desk for signature.
2. Filing of ACECL Resolution - Facility Planning and Control Non-state entity project bill:  possible addition to the Capital Outlay Budget Execution statutes to include FP&C duties and responsibilities as it pertains to non-state entity projects.  Rep. Bacala asked ACECL not to file a Resolution this year and made a commitment to get needed changes made .  Next step:  prepare white paper with real practice examples 
3. ACECL is continuing to identify and recruit professional engineers to run for legislative seats.  Mr. Gavin Gillen with All-South Engineering is committed to running.
CLIENT LIAISON COMMITTEES
Transportation: 
1. Chair LeBas reported a COG meeting is being scheduled with LaDOTD .  The Transportation Committee will meet prior to the COG meeting in order to prepare an agenda.   Agenda items to discuss will include invoices not being paid in a timely manner and direct expenses.   
2. A meeting will be scheduled with Archie Chaisson, Office of Highway Construction and DDG to discuss IDIQ’s.
Water Resources:  
Ms. Ferlito advised the Louisiana Floodplain Management Association (LFMA) 36th Annual Conference was held in Kenner, LA.  The event also featured breakout sessions covering ongoing projects, new rule initiatives, and basic floodplain principles.  Also, the new Board takes office on July 1, 2026.  
Representative Paul Sawyer is advocating funding for the Amite River Commission and for engineering services to be provided through local entities.
Facilities:  (Report Attached)
ACEC met with FP&C Director Matt Baker on non-state entity projects, wherein Mr. Baker stated FP&C project managers have too many projects to administer and are trying to be more efficient.
Committee Chair Campbell’s priority is to adjust the current fee curve and is collecting data from neighboring states.  
LES/LAPELS:   
No report.
LAGC/AIA:   No report outside legislation.
New Business:  Ms. Landry advised Mr. Bayard that she will draft a potential Board Meeting Calendar for 26-27 for his approval, along with working on a venue for the Strategic Planning Board Retreat to be held in Lafayette in September.
Next Meeting:  Next Board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 23, 2026, 2:00pm – 4:00pm at SanDestin Resort in Destin, FL.  
A Motion was made by Mr. Ferlito and seconded by Mr. McDaniel to adjourn.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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